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its essential counterpart, and which is only in a somewhat less
favourable position because it is of a newer origin. Their inter-
action upon each other promotes the trend towards a modernised
and efficient structure of settlement which is more than a mere
change in the size and lay-out of small farms. People who
think that they can reform agriculture without a fundamental
transformation of rural life are seriously mistaken. But hitherto
the latter problem has hardly been touched; and this fact
explains why a reshaping of the village within the framework
of a new structure of settlement has not yet been attempted.
The creation of a new and better environment for life in the
country must proceed with the clear aim that social problems
must come first. It is obviously impossible to develop a high
technical standard of farming and preserve, at the same time,
the old social structure. The tensions would be too great and
would lead to an eruption. Rural society is a mechanism as
complicated as urban society. The time has gone when our
community was a real unit. In a modern complex community
there is a high degree of specialisation. Men do not do the same
things. They have far less understanding of each other and share
fewer common loyalties. The community is split up much more
into opposing groups with special interests to defend. Moreover,
men do not understand the reasons for what they do. They do
many things under the compulsion of remote forces, not those
within the community itself. Changes due to advances in tech-
nology are rapid. Under the circumstances, the sense of values,
of what is right and wrong, becomes confused. Life is far from
being a harmonious whole, and it may Jose much of its meaning.
The adjustment of men to their environment and to each other is
out of gear.1
It is for these reasons that we must emphasise again and again
that agricultural adjustment to the modern way of living is first
of all a social and a cultural one; its realisation cannot be
accomplished by changing the physical environment but by
integration with a society which enables everyone to be a useful
member enjoying the same rights. Rural sociology is one of
the youngest fields of research. When it has developed it should
contribute very materially to the reconstruction of agriculture.
We should make use of the excellent work already available in
the U.S.A.
In planning we should not forget that the land is there, but
that there are not enough and not the right people just where
they are needed. The people are more important than the
land; and they must take the first place in our vision of the
future. The future is more important than the present; and
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